DINING IN THE KINGDOM

A Story of Meals and Journey

Of the ten meals with Jesus all are important, starting with the three told in the story of the origins of the church in Jesus’ ministry (5:1 – 9:50), namely:

1) the banquet at the home of Levi (5:27 – 39)

2) the dinner at the home of a Pharisee (7:36 – 50)

3) the breaking of the bread in Bethsaida (9:10-17).

Equally important are the four meals in the story of the great journey on the way to Jerusalem and the passion, resurrection and ascension (9:51 – 21:38).  This second series includes:

1) the hospitality offered at the home of Martha (10:38 – 42)

2) a second dinner at the home of a Pharisee (11:37 – 54)

3) a third such dinner, this one a sabbath meal (14:1 – 35)

4) the hospitality extended by Zacchaeus (19:1 – 10).

Important too are the two meals after Jesus’ death and resurrection, just before the ascension, where the great journey ends.  These include:

1) the meal at Emmaus at the home of the two disciples (24:13 – 35)

2) the meal with the entire community in Jerusalem (24:36 – 49).

But important as these meals clearly are, none of the nine compares with the Passover meal in the city of David, where Jesus, the one denied hospitality at birth (2:7), offers hospitality before he dies (22:14 – 38).  As told by Luke, this final meal of Jesus” historical life recapitulates all those meals that came before and anticipates those that will come after.  It is the ultimate meal, told as both the Last Supper and the Lord’s Supper, and it is the meal to which we turn for the sharpest and fullest presentation of the Eucharist.

Like the great journey, which is more a life journey in the company of Jesus than a geographical journey, the meals with Jesus provide more than physical nourishment.  They ensure spiritual health and strength for the Christian journey.  Luke’s story of journeys provides a basic setting for his story of meals, making each one a pause that challenges, forms and transforms regarding the most basic values for Christian living in community and on mission.

Complete and satisfying as each individual meal story may be, all ten of them were written in their present form to be part of a much larger story, the Gospel according to Luke.  No meal speaks in isolation from its context in the gospel – its literary environment – and each is related to the other meal stories that are part of that same environment.  Each contributes to a larger unit, which itself has a place and function in the literary unfolding of the gospel as a whole.

